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“We are here to make the most of our abilities...” 
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We are here to make the most of our abilities / 

/ this takes a fusion 
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of teachers and students that is exciting in its creative energy... 


3 









As students we are listening . . . 



and we find that teachers listen to us; they are interested 






in our ideas and our learning. 
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We are finding out for ourselves 
how the world works . . . 


in the laws of matter . . . 



and in the ferment of the mind. 


Our classroom may be the stage 
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. or we may sing from the top 

of filing cabinets . 

The purpose is the same: 
to bring from our abilities 
a habit of learning, 
a conscious achievement 
of knowledge, 
and an enlightened 
individual initiative. 








Our teachers conspire with us, to find answers 
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and plot the course of learning. 



And then, 







we discover how personal an education is, and work alone 
















North Shore starts with teachers who can help express 

kindergarten thoughts and enthusiasms 


and teachers who can create the certain 

quick artistic joy of singing a round in German. 



Reading and arithmetic; the beginning 

of learning is a reference point for all the future. 
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Here are the students, 
and teachers, 
and parents, 
of North Shore. 
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During the whole first step in education, the 














time at North Shore involves deeply, prepares well. 
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NOTES ON THE PICTURES 


COVER: 

(top) Expressing a point of German literature, in German IV. 
North Shore is not anxious to participate in a race to see who 
can teach foreign languages to the youngest children. Though 
trial programs are continually underway to measure the value 
of foreign language study in the Lower School, 7th Grade is 
the level at which all students begin. In a course devoted to 
French conversation, 7th Graders begin to build their familiar¬ 
ity with the sounds and meanings of a living, spoken language. 

The following year, and throughout Upper School, the 
written word, grammar and literature are added, in French 
and German. 

The objective today is to graduate Seniors who are truly 
bilingual, with a second language to put to use in both con¬ 
versation and reading. It is the conviction of the faculty that 
an intimate working knowledge of a foreign language is a 
valuable, broadening achievement, since the language and 
its literature bring students closer to other peoples and their 
ways of life. 

The importance of Latin in the Upper School curriculum 
must not be overlooked, not just because of its requirement as 
far as college entrance is concerned, but because of its real 
value in giving students (1) a beginning appreciation of 
classic literature and philosophy, and (2) the substantial aid 
of Latin knowledge in building an English vocabulary. 

(bottom) Senior with a Math V problem. There is an increas¬ 
ing emphasis on advanced placement, whereby students can 
put their real abilities to use in accomplishing college level 
work at North Shore, and then be exempted from similar 
pre-requisite courses in college. 

Not just a question of piling extra work on Seniors, this 
program takes careful long range planning throughout a 
student’s curriculum at school. The results are yielding valu¬ 
able new information, useful to other schools as well as North 
Shore, on the ways in which students can be encouraged and 
aided in making the most of their potentialities. 

PAGES 2 & 3: 

8th Grade Social Studies class. The day these pictures were 
taken, the class was discussing whether or not U. S. 18-year 




olds should be given the right to vote. 

These are obviously not free and easy bull sessions; they 
seem more like laboratory work . . . using important, relevant 
subjects as materials for learning skills in reasoning and 
expression, as well as helping students develop their own 
sense of responsibility and citizenship. 

PAGE 4: 

(upper left) Junior course in Modern European History, in one 
of the new U-shaped seating arrangements in modernized 
Dunlap Hall. Everyone gets a front row seat. 

(upper right) 8th Grade Art class combines individual work 
with criticism and discussion. 

PAGE 5: 

Teachers in American History (Nathaniel S. French, Head¬ 
master), and German. 

PAGES 4 & 5 (across): 

A study in animation . . . leading an active 7th Grade Social 
Studies discussion of the U. S. Bill of Rights. The problem for 
discussion was to invent the ten Constitutional amendments 
“from scratch,” based on what the students knew about the 
young nation of the times, and on what they believed should 
be the most important rights of Americans. 

PAGE 6: 

(top) Physics lab: observing visible water waves, and then 
relating this understanding to the study of invisible light 
waves, in an introduction to the mechanics of atomic forces. 

Science education in secondary schools today must recog¬ 
nize our rapid pace of scientific development; skills in apply¬ 
ing currently acceptable technology may be obsolete even by 
the time students reach college. The science program at 
North Shore prepares students for coping with progress, and 
contributing to it. 

Just as in this laboratory example, Physics students first 
examine fundamentals in the behavior of matter, and then are 
encouraged to build a creative, inventive approach to science 
from an understanding of these fundamentals. 

(bottom) A young Caesar, in English I. He studies important 
detail in episodes and ideas, and also gains appreciation for 
the impact of the book as a whole. 



The English program includes extensive reading in classic 
and contemporary literature, and constant writing for devel¬ 
opment of precision and clarity. There are frequent links 
between projects in English and subjects being studied at the 
same time in History and Social Studies. 

Throughout North Shore, students are urged to build a 
respect for their language, and for the power of words used 
well. 

PAGE 7: 

(left) Everyone participates in dramatics, and there are special 
opportunities for major work in both acting and stagecraft. 

(right) A combined rehearsal of the girl’s a capella and boys’ 
ensemble singing groups. The setting is Leicester Hall. A 
proper rehearsal room is planned in the proposed arts and 
crafts center, which will take the place of the old girls’ gym 
when the current Development Program provides the funds. 

PAGES 8 & 9: 

(left , top to bottom) Sidewalk conference about next year’s pro¬ 
gram, with the Dean of Boys . . . Senior seminar, leading to 





advanced placement in college, in European History . . . 
Algebra: he won’t tell you the answer, but he’ll help you learn 
how to find it yourself. 

(across) 5th Grade conference on an individual project. 

PAGES 10 & 11: 

(lejt to right) 4th Grader with an Arithmetic problem . . . 
Chemistry: producing hydrogen, by using a metal to displace 
the hydrogen content of an acid ... a desk in study hall. 

PAGES 12 & 13: 

(lejt) Sharing interests and experiences, in Kindergarten. 

(right) 4th Graders in music; within ten minutes they knew 
the German words and what they meant, and could enjoy the 
sudden enlightening fun of singing them. 

PAGES 14 & 15: 

(lejt) Students at North Shore begin early, and never stop 
learning how to read. In the unique method originated by 
Anna Gillingham, Kindergarten children are tested to antici¬ 
pate what their individual reading skills and weaknesses will 
be, and then their reading program for the next several years 
is planned accordingly. Since this project began, there have 
been no “non-readers” among children who have been at 
North Shore since 1st Grade. 

(right) In arithmetic, children do not rely on apples and 
oranges and other trumped-up substitutes; abstract numbers 
become very real in themselves when 1st Graders begin work¬ 
ing with the Cuisenaire Rods. This method has been used for 
several years abroad, and is now being developed with new 
scope and applications for U. S. schools. 

These are two examples of current programs in which 
North Shore is fulfilling its independent school responsibilities 
of leadership. Educators from public school systems, and other 
independent schools, visit North Shore regularly to observe 
these programs, and North Shore faculty play active roles in 
education conferences and association work. In these ways, 
North Shore’s achievements aid many schools, and many 
children. 


While on this subject of North Shore’s service to all educa¬ 
tion, a responsibility it shares with other fine independent 
schools, it is well to note the accomplishments of the many 
alumni who choose education as a career, and also the faculty 
“graduates” who go on to other public and independent 
schools and colleges. Within the relatively young ranks of 
North Shore’s alumni and former faculty members today, for 
instance, there are right now one college president, one col¬ 
lege vice president, several college professors and instructors, 
at least eighteen school headmasters, superintendents and 
principals, and many, many fine teachers in every section of 
the country. 

Though by no means claiming primary credit for their 
achievements, North Shore can be justifiably proud of its con¬ 
tribution to the high standards and enthusiasm for teaching 
and learning which mark these leaders in education. 

PAGES 16 & 17: 

Middle School students, and their teachers, in pursuits that 
are non-academic but very important. The Chess Club is one 
of many extra-curricular activities. Everyone participates in 
North Shore’s physical education program; virtually all get 
experience in competitive sports with other schools. The rec¬ 
ord of North Shore’s teams is impressive, incidentally, even 
against schools with much larger enrollments. 

PAGES 18 TO 25: 

Pictures of many things, including two mothers performing 
one of the parents’ many tasks; “our children go to North 
Shore, we work our way through” . . . the auditorium after 
the daily assembly, Morning Exercise . . . the Upper School 
student council at an especially peaceful moment . . . young 
boys enjoying the useful experience of having fun with a 
Senior, and vice versa . . . 

Then, the May Day parade . . . girls doing a Physics exper¬ 
iment about magnetic forces . . . and, on pages 24 and 25, two 
pictures which form a fitting conclusion, since they sum up 
how a North Shore student works hard and meets his growing 
responsibilities, from the time the first pencil is sharpened to 
the time he furrows his brow with the needs of the world. 



Our main purpose in publishing this book has been to show the vitality of North Shore today ... a creative 
energy among students and faculty that impresses us as alumni. 

Every day there are sound new ideas for a better education being put to work here. As one of the leading 
U. S. independent schools, with a clear understanding of its obligations, North Shore is playing an important 
role in educational progress. 

Many facets of the School’s activity, and people important to the School, have been unavoidably left out of 
this brief report. We are indeed sorry about these omissions. Undoubtedly, the group that has been slighted the 
most is the parents, because this is chiefly a book about their children and teachers. 

In a more complete review, parents would be far more in evidence, for at North Shore they are an integral 
part of the school. Probably the real key to North Shore’s unique character is this partnership . . . the sharing of 
responsibilities and pleasures among teachers, students and parents. 

Alumni Association 

North Shore Country Day School 
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